At the edge of the Hundred-Acre Wood, a lovely old bridge crossed a peaceful little
river. Now, this bridge was a favorite spot of Winnie the Pooh's, and he would often
wander there, doing nothing in particular and thinking nothing in particular. But on one
such wandering, something suddenly took Pooh's mind off of nothing. And that
something was a big brown pinecone, which dropped—PLOP!—right on his head.
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PC}Dh picked up the pinecone and gazed

at it thoughtfully. As he walked along, he
decided to make up a little poem. But while
his head was occupied (he was trying to
think of a word that rhymed with cone), his
feet, left to their own devices, tripped over a

tree root, and Pooh tumbled to the ground.
Pooh kept on tumbling until he came to

a stop on the bridge, just as the pinecone
went skittering over the edge and into the

water below.

“Oh bother,” said Pooh. “I suppose |
shall have to find another one.”

Now, Pooh had every intention of doing
just that. But the river was slipping away so
peacefully beneath him that his thoughts
began to slip away with it.
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That’s funny,” Pooh said to himself as the pinecone drifted under the bridge and
floated lazily downstream. “I dropped it on one side, and it came out on the other.
“‘Hmm . . . ,” he murmured, also to himself. “l wonder if it would do that again.”
So he collected a rather large and a rather small pinecone and tossed them over the
far side of the bridge. Then he scurried to the other side and waited.

“l wonder which one will come out first,” said Pooh.
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