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Chapter 1

I'm Princess Ariel, and not so long ago, I lived

under the sea. I used to have a secret

cave where I'd hide my treasures. It

was my favourite place in the whole
undersea world, where I kept my
collection of human objects that had
fallen into the sea.

Only my best friend, Flounder,
knew about 1t. Actually, Sebastian,
the clever crab, discovered it one day

when he followed us, but he promised not to
tell my father, King Triton, about it.
It’s been a long time since I visited the cave, but I
remember it as if I were there yesterday.
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One day, Flounder and I found a statue of Prince
Eric. I had rescued the prince from a shipwreck and this
statue had fallen off his ship.

‘Oh, Sebastian,’ I sighed. ‘Isn’t he handsome? I bet
he’s a good dancer, too.” I swam around the statue and
pretended we were dancing.

‘Princess Ariel, get a hold of yourself,” Sebastian
scolded. “That 1s not a real human. It’s just a hunk of
rock!
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I imagined that after I rescued Prince Eric, we'd
fall in love. I pretended I would replace my fin with
human legs and then leave the sea to start a new life.
Daddy wouldn’t like this at all. He thought humans
were dangerous. But he couldn’t stop me from
dreaming.

‘What did you say?’ I asked the statue, pretending

he was speaking to me. “You want me to marry you?
Well, I'll have to think about 1t.’
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‘Marry?!?” Sebastian exclaimed. “Your father would
not approve!’

‘It’s Just a statue, remember?’ Flounder said. ‘She’s
just pretending.’

‘Exactly,” I added. ‘It’s just
make-believe!’

‘Just make-believe? Sebastian

looked around the cave at all the
human objects I had collected over the
years. ‘Your father would be very angry
if he found out about all of this!’

‘He won't find out though, will he?’ 1

pleaded. ‘Please don’t say anything!’
Sebastian groaned. ‘I know I'm going to
regret this.’
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