This story begins long ago, deep in the jungle.

One day, Bagheera the panther heard a strange sound coming from
the river. He went to see what it was and found a basket in a broken
little boat. Inside the basket was a tiny baby boy, crying.

“Why, it’s a Man-cub,” said Bagheera. “| can save it from the river,
but it needs food and a mother’s care. Who could do that?”

Then Bagheera remembered that there was a family of wolves

nearby who had recently had a litter of cubs. He picked the basket up in
his mouth and carried it to the wolves’ den.
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The wolves took the
Man-cub in and loved him as
if he were their own. They
named the boy Mowgli, and
he grew up safe and happy
with the other cubs.

When Mowgli was ten
years old, Shere Khan, the fierce
tiger, heard about the
Man-cub and came searching for him.

Shere Khan hated and feared humans. He was determined to kill Mowgli.

The wolf pack held a meeting and decided that, for his own good
and for the safety of the pack, Mowgli would have to leave. Bagheera
offered to take him to the Man-village just beyond the jungle.
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M owgli was angry and upset. “Why
do | have to leave the jungle?” he
asked. “I'm not afraid of the tiger. And
the jungle is my home too!” Bagheera
tried to explain that Shere Khan would
soon find him, and that neither wolves
nor panthers would be strong enough to
protect him.

“l don’t need your protection,”
Mowgli shouted. "And I'm not going
with you.” He grabbed hold of a tree
and held tight.
Bagheera tugged at Mowgli’s
| clothing, but the boy wouldn't budge.
At last Bagheera gave up. He
let go and stalked away,
= ' leaving Mowgli alone.
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